
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 

International Journal for 

Conventional and Non-Conventional Warfare 

VOL: 01 NO: 01 2024 

Islamic Legal Principles and Global Environmental Governance: A 

Pathway to Sustainable Development 
Kiren Nishat  

 

Samreen Tahir 

Abstract: 

 This article explores the intersection of Islamic legal principles and global 

environmental governance, highlighting how Islamic jurisprudence can 

contribute to sustainable development. Islamic law, or Shariah, emphasizes the 

stewardship of the earth (khalifah) and the ethical use of natural resources 

(amana), aligning closely with contemporary environmental sustainability goals. 

The article examines key Islamic legal concepts such as hisbah (accountability), 

haram (prohibition of harm), and mizan (balance), and their relevance to global 

environmental challenges like climate change, biodiversity loss, and resource 

depletion. By integrating Islamic legal principles with international 

environmental governance frameworks, the article proposes a holistic approach 

to achieving sustainability. This approach not only respects religious and 

cultural values but also enhances the effectiveness of global environmental 

policies. The article concludes by advocating for greater inclusion of Islamic 

legal perspectives in international environmental law, suggesting that such 

integration could foster more equitable and culturally sensitive solutions to 

global environmental crises. 

Keywords: Islamic law, Environmental governance, Sustainable development, 
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Introduction:  
The increasing urgency of global environmental challenges, including climate 

change, biodiversity loss, and resource depletion, necessitates the exploration of 

diverse approaches to sustainable development. Among these, the integration of 

religious and ethical frameworks into environmental governance has gained 

significant attention. Islamic law, or Shariah, offers a comprehensive system of 

ethics and legal principles that can contribute meaningfully to global 

environmental governance. (Petersmann, E. U. 2022) This introduction delves 

into the foundational aspects of Islamic legal principles and their potential to 

inform and enhance international efforts toward sustainability. Islamic law is 

deeply rooted in the concept of stewardship, known as khalifah. (Kamla, R., 

Gallhofer, S., & Haslam, J. 2006) According to the Qur'an, humans are 

considered stewards of the earth, entrusted by God with the responsibility to 

protect and maintain the natural world. This concept is pivotal in understanding 

the relationship between humanity and the environment in Islamic thought. 

(Ahmed, H., Mohieldin, M., Verbeek, J., & Aboulmagd, F. 2015) Unlike some 

secular environmental perspectives that view nature as a resource to be 

exploited, the Islamic view emphasizes a sacred duty to preserve the balance and 
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harmony of creation. The principle of khalifah suggests that humans must act as 

caretakers, ensuring that their actions do not harm the environment or deplete its 

resources unjustly. The Qur'an and Hadith (sayings of the Prophet Muhammad) 

provide numerous references that underscore the importance of protecting the 

environment. For example, the Qur'an states, "It is He who has made you 

successors (khalifah) on the earth" (Qur'an 35:39), and "Do not cause corruption 

on the earth after it has been set in order" (Qur'an 7:56). These verses highlight 

the duty of humans to maintain the earth's order and avoid causing harm, which 

aligns with modern principles of environmental sustainability. (Khalid, F. M. 

2005) 

Another key principle in Islamic law is amana, or trust. In the context of 

environmental governance, amana refers to the trust that God has placed in 

humanity to use the earth's resources responsibly. The Qur'an emphasizes that 

natural resources are blessings from God, and their use is a trust that must be 

honored. This principle dictates that resources should be utilized in a way that 

benefits humanity without causing harm or waste. (Mukhtar, S., Zainol, Z. A., & 

Jusoh, S. 2018) The concept of amana discourages overconsumption and 

wastefulness, promoting moderation and careful management of resources. The 

ethical implications of amana are profound. It not only calls for the protection of 

the environment but also for social justice, as the misuse of resources often leads 

to inequalities and environmental degradation that disproportionately affect the 

poor and vulnerable. (Ibrahim, P., Ab Rahman, A., & Basir, S. A. 2010) By 

adhering to the principle of amana, Islamic law advocates for a fair and just 

distribution of resources, ensuring that current and future generations can benefit 

from the earth's bounties. The prohibition of harm, or haram, is a central tenet of 

Islamic law that applies to various aspects of life, including environmental 

stewardship. The concept of haram extends to actions that cause harm to the 

environment, such as pollution, deforestation, and the destruction of ecosystems. 

(Jan, A. A., Lai, F. W., Draz, M. U., Tahir, M., Ali, S. E. A., Zahid, M., & Shad, 

M. K. 2021) Islamic legal scholars have long recognized that harming the 

environment violates the principles of khalifah and amana, as it disrupts the 

balance of nature and infringes upon the rights of others, including future 

generations. The principle of hisbah further reinforces this idea by promoting 

accountability and the prevention of harm. In Islamic governance, hisbah refers 

to the duty of individuals and communities to enjoin good and forbid evil, which 

includes protecting the environment from harm. Historically, hisbah was 

institutionalized in Muslim societies through the office of the muhtasib, an 

official responsible for overseeing public morals and ensuring compliance with 

Islamic law, including environmental regulations. (Atta, N., & Sharifi, A. 2024) 

Modern interpretations of hisbah suggest that it can be applied to environmental 

governance by encouraging communities to hold individuals and corporations 

accountable for actions that harm the environment. (Abid, N., Ceci, F., & Ikram, 

M. 2022) This principle aligns with contemporary concepts of environmental 

justice and corporate social responsibility, offering a framework for promoting 
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sustainable practices at both local and global levels. (Abumoghli, M. 2015) 

Islamic law emphasizes the importance of balance, or mizan, in all aspects of 

life, including the relationship between humans and the environment. The 

Qur'an frequently mentions the concept of mizan, which refers to the balance 

that God has established in creation. (Bakari, S. 2013) "And the heaven He 

raised and imposed the balance (mizan)" (Qur'an 55:7). This verse highlights the 

intrinsic balance in the natural world, which humans are obliged to maintain. 

The principle of mizan calls for moderation in the use of natural resources and 

the avoidance of excessive exploitation. It encourages a balanced approach to 

development that takes into account environmental, social, and economic 

factors. By promoting mizan, Islamic law offers a framework for sustainable 

development that seeks to harmonize the needs of humanity with the 

preservation of the environment. In practice, this principle can be applied to 

various aspects of environmental governance, such as land use planning, 

resource management, and pollution control. For example, Islamic law 

encourages the sustainable use of water, recognizing it as a vital resource that 

must be conserved. The Prophet Muhammad is reported to have said, "Do not 

waste water, even if you perform your ablution on the banks of an abundantly-

flowing river" (Hadith). (Hassan, R., & Berkes, F. 2016) This teaching 

underscores the importance of conservation and the need to maintain the balance 

of natural resources. (Kamali, M. H. 2010) The integration of Islamic legal 

principles with international environmental law presents an opportunity to 

enhance global environmental governance. (Kuran, T. 2018) While international 

law provides a framework for addressing environmental challenges, it often 

lacks the cultural and religious sensitivity needed to ensure its effectiveness in 

diverse contexts. Islamic law, with its emphasis on stewardship, ethical resource 

use, and balance, offers a complementary approach that can enrich international 

efforts to achieve sustainability. (Mustafa, M. 2011) One area where Islamic 

legal principles can be integrated with international law is in the development of 

environmental policies that are both effective and culturally relevant. (Nasr, S. 

H. 1996) For example, incorporating the principles of khalifah and amana into 

international agreements on climate change could encourage greater 

participation from Muslim-majority countries. By framing environmental 

protection as a religious duty, these principles can motivate individuals and 

communities to take action in support of global sustainability goals. 

Furthermore, the principles of hisbah and mizan can inform the development of 

accountability mechanisms within international environmental law. By 

promoting the idea of collective responsibility and the prevention of harm, these 

principles align with global efforts to hold polluters accountable and ensure that 

development is conducted in a balanced and sustainable manner. (Al-Khalil, A. 

2014) While the integration of Islamic legal principles into global environmental 

governance offers significant opportunities, it also presents challenges. One of 

the primary challenges is the diversity of interpretations of Islamic law across 

different cultures and legal systems. (Ghazali, M. 2019) Islamic jurisprudence is 
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not monolithic; it encompasses various schools of thought that may differ in 

their interpretations of environmental obligations. This diversity can complicate 

efforts to develop a unified approach to integrating Islamic principles into 

international law. Another challenge is the potential for resistance from secular 

or non-Islamic stakeholders who may be wary of incorporating religious 

principles into international governance. Ensuring that Islamic legal principles 

are presented in a way that is inclusive and respectful of other cultural and legal 

traditions is crucial for their successful integration into global frameworks. 

Despite these challenges, there are significant opportunities for collaboration 

between Islamic scholars, legal experts, and international policymakers. (Khan, 

A. 2021) By fostering dialogue and mutual understanding, it is possible to 

develop innovative solutions that draw on the strengths of both Islamic law and 

international environmental law. Such collaboration can lead to the creation of 

policies and practices that are not only effective in addressing environmental 

challenges but also culturally resonant and widely accepted. (Malik, R. 2018) 

The principles of Islamic law offer a rich and valuable resource for addressing 

the complex environmental challenges facing the world today. By emphasizing 

stewardship, ethical resource use, and balance, Islamic law aligns closely with 

the goals of sustainable development and global environmental governance. The 

integration of these principles into international law presents an opportunity to 

enhance the effectiveness of global efforts to protect the environment, while also 

respecting the cultural and religious values of diverse communities. As the 

world grapples with the urgent need for sustainable solutions, it is essential to 

explore and incorporate a wide range of perspectives, including those rooted in 

religious and ethical traditions. (Rahman, T. 2020) Islamic legal principles, with 

their deep emphasis on environmental stewardship and justice, provide a 

pathway toward a more sustainable and equitable future. By engaging with these 

principles and incorporating them into global governance frameworks, the 

international community can develop more holistic and inclusive approaches to 

achieving sustainability. In conclusion, the integration of Islamic legal principles 

with global environmental governance is not only possible but also necessary for 

creating a future where development and environmental protection go hand in 

hand. This approach can lead to the creation of policies that are both effective in 

addressing environmental challenges and culturally relevant, thereby fostering 

greater global cooperation and commitment to sustainability. (Saeed, A. 2017) 

Literature Review:  

The literature on the intersection of Islamic legal principles and global 

environmental governance has expanded significantly in recent years, reflecting 

an increased interest in how religious and ethical frameworks can contribute to 

sustainable development. This literature review synthesizes key themes, debates, 

and findings from scholarly works that explore the role of Islamic law (Shariah) 

in environmental protection, the compatibility of Islamic principles with 

international environmental law, and the potential for integrating these 

frameworks to address global environmental challenges. 
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A substantial body of literature focuses on the ethical foundations of 

environmental stewardship in Islamic thought. Central to this discourse are the 

concepts of khalifah (stewardship), amana (trust), and mizan (balance), which 

form the core of Islamic environmental ethics. Scholars such as Nasr (1996) and 

Foltz (2003) have emphasized that Islam’s view of nature is deeply intertwined 

with spiritual and moral responsibilities. Nasr’s work, in particular, highlights 

the idea that Islamic cosmology sees the natural world as a reflection of divine 

order, with humans entrusted as stewards to maintain the earth's balance. 

Foltz’s contributions further explore how classical Islamic jurisprudence 

addresses environmental issues. He points to historical examples of Islamic 

societies where legal mechanisms were employed to protect natural resources, 

such as the creation of hima (protected areas) and the enforcement of rules 

against overgrazing and deforestation. These practices, grounded in Shariah, 

demonstrate that environmental protection is not a modern innovation but has 

deep roots in Islamic law. 

The compatibility and potential integration of Islamic legal principles with 

international environmental law is a recurring theme in the literature. Scholars 

such as Kamali (2010) and Mustafa (2011) have explored the synergies between 

Islamic legal frameworks and global environmental governance mechanisms. 

Kamali argues that the principles of Islamic law, particularly those related to the 

prohibition of harm (haram) and the promotion of public welfare (maslaha), 

align well with the objectives of international environmental law, which seeks to 

prevent environmental harm and promote sustainable development. 

Mustafa’s research further examines how Islamic environmental jurisprudence 

can complement international legal instruments such as the Rio Declaration and 

the Paris Agreement. He suggests that the inclusion of Islamic principles could 

enhance the cultural relevance and acceptance of these instruments in Muslim-

majority countries, thereby fostering greater global cooperation in addressing 

environmental challenges. 

The role of Islamic finance in promoting sustainable development has also 

gained attention in the literature. Islamic finance, governed by principles such as 

the prohibition of riba (interest) and gharar (excessive uncertainty), emphasizes 

ethical investing and social responsibility. Scholars like El-Gamal (2006) and 

Obaidullah (2016) have argued that Islamic finance can play a significant role in 

financing sustainable development projects, particularly in the context of 

environmental conservation and renewable energy. 

Obaidullah’s work highlights the potential of Islamic financial instruments, such 

as sukuk (Islamic bonds), to fund green infrastructure and climate mitigation 

projects. These instruments, which are based on asset-backed financing, align 

with the principles of Islamic law and offer a Shariah-compliant alternative to 

conventional financial products. By leveraging Islamic finance, Muslim-

majority countries can mobilize resources for sustainable development while 

adhering to religious principles. 
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Case studies from various Muslim-majority countries provide practical insights 

into the application of Islamic legal principles in environmental governance. 

One notable example is the management of water resources in Indonesia, where 

Islamic principles have been integrated into local governance frameworks to 

promote sustainable water use. Studies by Khalid (2012) and Bakari (2013) have 

documented how Islamic teachings on the sanctity of water and the prohibition 

of wastefulness have informed community-based water management practices. 

Another case study is the use of hima in Saudi Arabia, a traditional Islamic 

practice that designates certain areas as protected for environmental 

conservation. This practice, as explored by Abumoghli (2015), has been 

revitalized in recent years as part of efforts to protect biodiversity and manage 

natural resources in a sustainable manner. The hima system is seen as an 

example of how Islamic legal traditions can be adapted to contemporary 

environmental challenges. 

Despite the potential benefits, the literature also highlights several challenges in 

integrating Islamic legal principles with global environmental governance. One 

significant challenge is the diversity of interpretations of Shariah across different 

cultures and legal traditions. As Duderija (2014) notes, Islamic jurisprudence is 

not monolithic; it encompasses a range of schools of thought that may differ in 

their approaches to environmental issues. This diversity can complicate efforts 

to develop a unified framework for integrating Islamic principles into 

international environmental law. 

Another challenge is the perceived tension between religious principles and 

secular international legal frameworks. As Kuran (2018) discusses, some secular 

policymakers may be skeptical of incorporating religious principles into 

international governance, fearing that it could undermine the universality and 

neutrality of international law. This skepticism poses a barrier to the broader 

acceptance of Islamic legal principles in global environmental governance. 

The literature suggests several areas for future research and policy development. 

First, there is a need for more empirical studies that examine the practical 

application of Islamic legal principles in environmental governance across 

different cultural and legal contexts. Such studies could provide valuable 

insights into the conditions under which these principles are most effective and 

how they can be adapted to different environmental challenges. 

Second, there is potential for further exploration of how Islamic finance can be 

leveraged to support global sustainability initiatives. As interest in green finance 

grows, understanding how Islamic financial instruments can be used to fund 

environmental projects will be increasingly important. 

Finally, scholars such as Zaman (2019) advocate for more interdisciplinary 

research that brings together experts in Islamic law, environmental science, and 

international law to develop integrated approaches to environmental governance. 

This interdisciplinary approach could lead to the creation of innovative policies 

and frameworks that draw on the strengths of both Islamic law and international 

environmental law. 
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Conclusion: The literature on Islamic legal principles and global environmental 

governance offers a rich and diverse array of perspectives that highlight the 

potential of Islamic law to contribute to sustainable development. While there 

are challenges to integrating these principles with international legal 

frameworks, the opportunities for collaboration and innovation are significant. 

By continuing to explore these intersections, scholars and policymakers can 

develop more culturally relevant and effective approaches to addressing the 

global environmental challenges of our time. 

Research Questions: 

1. How can Islamic legal principles, such as khalifah (stewardship) and 

amana (trust), be effectively integrated into international environmental 

governance frameworks to enhance global sustainability efforts? 

2. What are the challenges and opportunities in applying Islamic finance 

mechanisms, such as sukuk (Islamic bonds), to fund environmental 

conservation and renewable energy projects in Muslim-majority 

countries? 

3. In what ways can traditional Islamic environmental practices, like the 

hima system, be adapted to address contemporary environmental 

challenges, and what lessons can be learned for global environmental 

governance? 

Gap of Study: 

The current literature on Islamic legal principles and global environmental 

governance highlights the potential for integrating Islamic ethics with 

international environmental frameworks. However, a significant gap exists in 

the empirical study of how these principles are practically applied across diverse 

legal and cultural contexts. Additionally, there is limited research on the role of 

Islamic finance in supporting global sustainability initiatives. Furthermore, 

while traditional practices like the hima system are explored, their adaptation to 

modern environmental challenges remains under-researched. Addressing these 

gaps could provide a more comprehensive understanding of the practical 

applications and challenges of integrating Islamic principles into global 

environmental governance. 

Statement of Problem:  

The integration of Islamic legal principles into global environmental governance 

remains underexplored, despite their potential to enhance sustainability efforts. 

Existing international environmental frameworks often lack cultural relevance in 

Muslim-majority contexts, limiting their effectiveness. Additionally, there is 

insufficient empirical research on the practical application of Islamic principles 

such as khalifah (stewardship) and amana (trust) in addressing contemporary 

environmental challenges. The role of Islamic finance in funding sustainability 

initiatives is also inadequately examined. This gap hinders the development of 

inclusive and culturally sensitive environmental policies that can effectively 

engage and mobilize Muslim communities in global sustainability efforts. 

Purpose of Study: 
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The purpose of this study is to explore how Islamic legal principles, such as 

khalifah (stewardship) and amana (trust), can be integrated into global 

environmental governance frameworks to enhance sustainability efforts. The 

study aims to investigate the practical application of these principles in diverse 

cultural and legal contexts, assess the role of Islamic finance in funding 

environmental projects, and evaluate the adaptation of traditional practices like 

the hima system to modern environmental challenges. By addressing these areas, 

the study seeks to develop inclusive, culturally relevant policies and strategies 

that can effectively engage Muslim-majority communities in global 

sustainability initiatives. 

Research Methodology: 

This study will employ a mixed-methods research methodology, combining 

qualitative and quantitative approaches to provide a comprehensive analysis of 

Islamic legal principles in environmental governance. The qualitative 

component will involve a detailed literature review and content analysis of 

relevant Islamic legal texts, historical practices, and contemporary 

interpretations. Semi-structured interviews with Islamic scholars, environmental 

experts, and policymakers will further explore the practical application of 

principles like khalifah and amana. The quantitative aspect will include surveys 

to assess the perceptions of stakeholders in Muslim-majority countries regarding 

the integration of Islamic finance in environmental projects. This approach will 

enable the study to capture both theoretical and practical dimensions, providing 

a well-rounded understanding of the subject. 

This study will adopt a multi-faceted research methodology to comprehensively 

investigate the integration of Islamic legal principles into global environmental 

governance. Initially, a thorough literature review will be conducted to map 

existing research on Islamic environmental ethics, international environmental 

law, and Islamic finance. The study will employ qualitative methods, including 

semi-structured interviews with Islamic scholars, environmental policy experts, 

and practitioners, to gain insights into the application and interpretation of 

principles such as khalifah (stewardship) and amana (trust) within various 

cultural and legal contexts. Additionally, case studies of Islamic environmental 

practices, such as the hima system, will be analyzed to evaluate their relevance 

to contemporary environmental issues. Quantitative methods will include 

surveys distributed to stakeholders in Muslim-majority countries to gather data 

on the effectiveness and perceptions of Islamic finance mechanisms in funding 

environmental initiatives. By integrating these methods, the study aims to 

provide a nuanced understanding of how Islamic principles can be 

operationalized in global environmental governance and identify practical 

strategies for their implementation. 

Data Analysis:  

The integration of Islamic legal principles into global environmental governance 

is an emerging field of study with significant implications for sustainable 
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development. The introduction of this research highlights the need to explore 

how Islamic ethical and legal frameworks can be applied to address 

contemporary environmental challenges. This analysis will focus on 

synthesizing data from the introduction and literature review, assessing the 

alignment of Islamic legal principles with international environmental 

objectives, and identifying gaps and opportunities for practical application. The 

literature review covers several key areas relevant to the study: Islamic 

environmental ethics, compatibility with international environmental law, the 

role of Islamic finance, case studies of Islamic environmental governance, and 

the challenges of integration. This review forms the foundation for 

understanding how Islamic principles can inform and enhance global 

environmental governance frameworks. 

The review of Islamic environmental ethics reveals a strong alignment with 

principles of sustainability and stewardship. The concept of khalifah 

(stewardship) emphasizes humanity's role as caretakers of the earth, a concept 

that resonates with contemporary sustainability goals. Scholars such as Nasr 

(1996) and Foltz (2003) argue that Islamic cosmology views nature as a divine 

creation that requires protection and balance. This perspective aligns with the 

modern environmental ethos of preserving natural resources and maintaining 

ecological balance. Data from historical practices, such as the management of 

natural resources through hima (protected areas), support the notion that Islamic 

law has long incorporated environmental considerations. The review highlights 

that Islamic jurisprudence has historically included mechanisms for resource 

conservation, which can be relevant to contemporary environmental policies. 

The compatibility of Islamic legal principles with international environmental 

law is another critical area of focus. Scholars like Kamali (2010) and Mustafa 

(2011) have explored how principles such as haram (prohibition of harm) and 

maslaha (public welfare) align with the objectives of international 

environmental frameworks. Kamali's work suggests that Islamic principles 

complement international environmental laws by promoting the prevention of 

harm and the protection of public welfare. Mustafa's analysis of international 

agreements, such as the Paris Agreement, indicates that incorporating Islamic 

principles could enhance the cultural and religious relevance of these 

frameworks in Muslim-majority countries. This alignment could facilitate 

broader acceptance and implementation of international environmental policies. 

However, the literature also identifies challenges in harmonizing Islamic 

principles with secular international frameworks. The diversity of Islamic 

interpretations across different cultures and legal systems presents a barrier to 

creating a unified approach. This challenge underscores the need for more 

targeted research on how Islamic principles can be adapted to fit within existing 

international legal structures. The role of Islamic finance in supporting 

environmental sustainability is a growing area of interest. Islamic finance 

principles, including the prohibition of riba (interest) and gharar (excessive 

uncertainty), emphasize ethical investing and social responsibility. El-Gamal 
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(2006) and Obaidullah (2016) provide evidence that Islamic financial 

instruments, such as sukuk (Islamic bonds), can be effectively used to fund 

environmental projects. Data from recent studies suggest that Islamic finance 

has the potential to mobilize resources for sustainable development, particularly 

in Muslim-majority countries. For example, Obaidullah highlights the use of 

sukuk for green infrastructure projects, demonstrating how Islamic finance can 

align with environmental goals. However, the literature also points out that there 

is limited empirical research on the effectiveness of Islamic finance in practice, 

which represents a gap in the current understanding. Case studies of Islamic 

environmental practices offer practical insights into the application of Islamic 

principles. The management of water resources in Indonesia and the 

revitalization of the hima system in Saudi Arabia provide examples of how 

traditional Islamic practices can address modern environmental challenges. 

Khalid (2012) and Bakari (2013) document successful community-based water 

management practices in Indonesia, where Islamic principles are integrated into 

local governance frameworks. These case studies illustrate how Islamic 

teachings on water conservation and the prohibition of wastefulness can inform 

effective environmental management. Abumoghli (2015) explores the hima 

system in Saudi Arabia, noting its historical significance in biodiversity 

protection and resource management. The study shows that reviving traditional 

practices can contribute to contemporary environmental conservation efforts. 

The literature review identifies several challenges in integrating Islamic legal 

principles with global environmental governance. One significant challenge is 

the diversity of Islamic interpretations, which can complicate efforts to develop 

a unified approach. Duderija (2014) highlights that Islamic jurisprudence 

encompasses various schools of thought, each with its interpretations of 

environmental obligations. This diversity requires careful consideration in 

developing policies that respect different interpretations while achieving 

environmental goals. Another challenge is the perceived tension between 

religious principles and secular international legal frameworks. Kuran (2018) 

discusses skepticism among some secular policymakers about incorporating 

religious principles into international governance. This skepticism can hinder the 

acceptance of Islamic principles in global environmental policies. The literature 

review suggests several opportunities for future research. First, there is a need 

for empirical studies that examine the practical application of Islamic legal 

principles in diverse contexts. Such studies could provide insights into the 

conditions under which these principles are most effective and how they can be 

adapted to address contemporary environmental challenges. Second, further 

exploration of the role of Islamic finance in supporting global sustainability 

initiatives is warranted. Research on the effectiveness of Islamic financial 

instruments in funding environmental projects could provide valuable data for 

policymakers and practitioners. Finally, interdisciplinary research that combines 

expertise in Islamic law, environmental science, and international law could lead 

to innovative approaches to environmental governance. By integrating these 
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perspectives, researchers can develop policies and strategies that are both 

culturally relevant and effective in addressing global environmental challenges. 

The data analysis of the introduction and literature review reveals that Islamic 

legal principles offer valuable insights for enhancing global environmental 

governance. The alignment of concepts such as khalifah, amana, and mizan with 

modern sustainability goals highlights the potential for integrating Islamic ethics 

into international frameworks. However, challenges related to the diversity of 

Islamic interpretations and the perceived tension with secular frameworks need 

to be addressed. Opportunities for future research include empirical studies on 

the practical application of Islamic principles, exploration of Islamic finance 

mechanisms, and interdisciplinary approaches to developing effective and 

culturally relevant environmental policies. 

Research Conclusion: 

The research concludes that integrating Islamic legal principles into global 

environmental governance offers significant potential for enhancing 

sustainability efforts. Key principles such as khalifah (stewardship), amana 

(trust), and mizan (balance) align closely with contemporary environmental 

objectives, promoting the ethical use of resources and the protection of the 

natural world. The literature indicates that these principles not only resonate 

with modern sustainability goals but also offer culturally relevant frameworks 

for addressing environmental challenges in Muslim-majority countries. 

However, the study also identifies notable challenges, including the diversity of 

Islamic interpretations and the skepticism from secular policymakers regarding 

religious principles in international law. Overcoming these challenges requires 

targeted empirical research and the development of inclusive policies that 

respect diverse interpretations while achieving global sustainability objectives. 

Future research should focus on empirical studies of how Islamic principles are 

applied in practice, the effectiveness of Islamic finance in supporting 

environmental projects, and interdisciplinary approaches that integrate Islamic 

law with environmental science and international law. By addressing these 

areas, it is possible to create innovative, culturally sensitive solutions that 

enhance global environmental governance and promote sustainable 

development. To build on these findings, future research should further 

investigate the practical applications of Islamic legal principles within various 

environmental contexts, examining case studies and pilot projects that 

demonstrate their effectiveness. Additionally, exploring the potential of Islamic 

finance tools, such as sukuk, to support sustainable development projects will 

provide valuable insights into their real-world impact. Engaging with diverse 

Islamic scholars and practitioners to address interpretative differences will be 

crucial in developing cohesive and universally acceptable environmental 

policies. Interdisciplinary collaboration among experts in Islamic law, 

environmental science, and international policy can foster innovative solutions 

and strengthen global efforts toward a more sustainable and inclusive 

environmental governance framework. 
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Futuristic Approach: 

A futuristic approach to integrating Islamic legal principles into global 

environmental governance involves leveraging advanced technologies and 

interdisciplinary collaboration. Utilizing digital platforms for real-time 

monitoring of environmental impacts and resource management can enhance the 

application of Islamic stewardship principles. Incorporating artificial 

intelligence and big data can improve the effectiveness of Islamic finance in 

funding sustainable projects by identifying optimal investments. Collaborative 

initiatives between Islamic scholars, environmental scientists, and policy makers 

can create innovative, culturally sensitive solutions. Emphasizing education and 

awareness in Muslim-majority countries about environmental ethics can further 

align traditional principles with modern sustainability goals, driving global 

progress. 
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